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CAST
Scat Cat ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Grey Linley
Wacky Cat ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Lily Farrar
Mad Cat�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Ellie Hardy
Slick Cat������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Jack Grimes
Hep Cat �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Lovella Varner
Alley Cats
Freya Diss, Lillian Doobay, Sadie Mahoney,
Clara Visser, Miranda Rose Zimmerman
Duchess������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Claire Reimer
Toulouse������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Henry Schau
Marie �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Kenna Boss
Berlioz �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Emmett Courtright
Madame����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Madison Jurgens
Edgar������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Luke Reimer
Roquefort����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Tyler Hoth
Napoleon������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Eli Farmer
Lafayette��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Sophie Bergman
Vichy ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Lola Spencer
Ssoise ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Nathin Seaman G’sell
Thomas O’Malley��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Solomon Shaffer
Abigail Gabble�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Maple Miller
Amelia Gabble ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Emma Lai

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION TEAM
Assistant Stage Manager ����������������������������������������������������������������������������� Rachael Rhoads
Light Board Operator�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Oliver Miller

SPECIAL THANKS
New Life Community Church
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YOUNG FOOTLITERS DONORS
We are truly grateful to those who have supported Young Footliters with gifts
between March 1, 2021 and March 1, 2022:
Pearl Circle ($1,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Trey & Kim Martin
Brick & Iron
Iowa Arts Council
Platinum Circle ($500+)
Evan Hilsabeck
Todd Pettys
Elizabeth Tracey
Gold Circle ($250+)
Anonymous
Beth Livingston
Antonio Sanchez, MD
The Yates Family
Silver Circle ($100+)
Anonymous (3)
Beth and Joel Bartlett
Sara May and Aidan Bellizzi
Amber & Jeff Capps
Shawn and Mari Eyestone
Tarri Marquardt
Joyce and Wade Nelson
Mary Werch
Bronze Circle ($50+)
Anonymous (8)
Eric & Lecia Epping
Welcome Circle ($25+)
Anonymous (4)
Grey Gromacki
5

•
Young Footliters Youth Theatre
is deeply grateful to our theatre
family for supporting the
Charles Bates Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Your support in Charlie’s memory has created
more than two hundred full-ride scholarships for
Young Footliters camps, classes, and productions.
Thank you for remembering our friend and
fellow Footliter with us.

•

FOOTLITERS TRAVELING PLAYHOUSE SUMMER CAMPS!
For details and to register visit: CoralvilleArts.org/Camps

Young Footliters camps and classes are an exciting, positive, and welcoming place for students of all ages to
learn new skills. Led by experienced teaching
artists,
each camp is open to students of all experience levels.
1301 5th
Street,

Coralville,
IA a52241
Scholarships are available! Young Footliters
guarantees
scholarship for
every child in financial need. To register and request a scholarship
simultaneously, simply call the Recreation Center at 319.248.1750.
Let them know you will need a Young Footliters Scholarship
to register for your camp.

YOUNG FOOTLITERS YOUTH THEATRE
PRESENTS

Based upon the book by E. B. White
Adapted for the stage by Joseph Robinette

April 1–2, 2022

CAST BIOGRAPHIES
Sophie Bergman (Lafayette) is a 12-yearold at North West Junior High. She’s done
other Young Footliters productions like
Winnie the Pooh and Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland. She enjoys singing, watching her nephew, and playing with her dog
Wrigley. Sophie is very thankful to be part
of this experience.

seven years, takes voice and piano lessons
through Brock Family Music, and she
loves to perform. Lillian loves the Young
Footliters acting program, and she is so
excited to get back into theater, and to perform The Aristocats KIDS.
Eli Farmer (Napoleon) is 13 years old and
in seventh grade in West Branch. This is
his first time on stage. He lives on a hobby
farm with his parents and brothers. He
also plays the drums and is in band and
choir at school. In his free time, he enjoys
playing soccer, building things, and hanging out with his friends.

Kenna Boss (Marie) is 7 years old and is
very excited about her first time performing with the Young Footliters. She has a
background in dance, gymnastics, and
loves to sing…anything Disney or Jojo
Siwa. She recently saw the Broadway musical Cats and decided she wants to be a
Broadway performer. She hopes to be a
regular cast member in future productions at the CCPA!

Lily Farrar (Wacky Cat) is 13 years old
and in seventh grade at North West Junior
High. This is Lily’s first Young Footliters
production. Lily enjoys swimming, volleyball, choir, and playing with her cat. Lily is
very thankful for her role.

Emmett Courtright (Berlioz) is 10 years
old and a fifth grader at Oak Hill Elementary. This is his first time on the stage, and
he loves it. He plays piano, baseball, and
football. He lives in Tiffin with his parents
and three siblings — an older brother and
sister, and, just like Berlioz, a little sister,
too. Emmett is a walking sports encyclopedia and his favorite team is the Iowa
Hawkeyes.

Jack Grimes (Slick Cat) is a fifth grader
at Longfellow Elementary. This is his first
play and he’s enjoying it. Jack also plays
percussion in his school band.
Nathin Seaman G’sell (Ssoise) is thrilled
to be in his first musical! Nathin is an avid
fan of dogs and cats (especially big cats
like lions and tigers), so The Aristocats
KIDS was a natural fit. He wants to thank
Jacob and Kent and the entire cast and
crew for making this first experience so
awesome. Nathin is a kind-hearted person
who likes dragons, his three cat brothers,
and his new Labrador sister.

Freya Diss (Alley Cat) is 14 years old and
in eighth grade at Northwest Jr High. This
is her debut performance with Young
Footliters. Freya loves everything Disney.
She has 6 sisters who she has performed
with previously doing a variety of church
musicals. She loves theatre acting, singing,
and dancing. She is excited to be on stage
with her cousin Lovella Varner.

Ellie Hardy (Mad Cat) is a second grader
at Wickham Elementary. She loves being
in plays and she loves cats. She also enjoys
swimming, gymnastics, playing the piano, and playing with her friends.

Lillian Doobay (Alley Cat) is an 11-yearold fifth grader at Van Allen Elementary
School. This is her third time in a musical;
she enjoyed performing in The Secret of the
Sphinx (Greek Philosopher 1) and Seussical Jr. (Resident of Who) last summer. She
has been dancing at Nolte Academy for

Tyler Hoth (Roquefort) is 10 years old and
lives in Iowa City. He is a fourth grader at
Penn Elementary. This is his fourth show
with Young Footliters as he previously
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES (continued)
performed in Honk, Jr. (Quail Chorus),
Treasure Island (Parrot), and The Show
Must Go Online (Oliver). When not on
stage, he plays violin and loves running
and going camping.

Maple Miller (Amelia Gabble) is an eighth
grader at Northwest Junior High. This
will be Maple’s 17th production and she
is thrilled to be a part of this cast! She recently appeared in City Circle’s Matilda
the Musical as a big kid. In her free time,
Maple loves to hang out with her friends.
Maple would like to dedicate this performance to her two cats Hazel and Coco.

Madison Jurgens (Madame) is an eighth
grader at Regina and looking forward to
her performance in The Aristocats KIDS
after being a fan of the original Disney
movie. Madison enjoys her time on stage
and made her first appearance with Young
Footliters as a pirate in Treasure Island.
She has also performed in productions
with Regina school plays and most recently took the stage at the GivingTree Theater
in Romeo and Winifred. She would like to
thank everyone for all their support and
hopes you enjoy the show!

Claire Reimer (Duchess) is 11 years old
and in fifth grade at Coralville Central
Elementary. This is Claire’s eighth Young
Footliters production. Her favorite role
so far was Jojo in Seussical Jr. Claire enjoys playing clarinet and piano, reading,
creating art, and playing volleyball. She
loves playing with her dog Benny and
her Guinea pigs, too. Claire would like to
thank Jacob and Kent for this amazing opportunity.

Emma Lai (Amelia Gabble) is a proud
member of the Iowa City Community
School District and truly enjoys this diverse community. In addition to acting
and singing on stage, her favorite activities
include reading, drawing, playing tennis,
and solving math problems. She is grateful
to be part of the Aristocats KIDS production team.

Luke Reimer (Edgar) is 13 years old and in
seventh grade at Northwest Junior High.
This is Luke’s eleventh Young Footliters
production. He was last seen at the CCPA
as Bruce in City Circle’s Matilda the Musical. When he isn’t singing and acting Luke
loves reading, creating art, playing viola,
and playing with his dog Benny and his
Guinea pigs. Luke also enjoys being part of
the Teen Advisory Board at the Coralville
Public Library. Thank you Jacob and Kent
for this opportunity.

Grey Linley (Scat Cat) is an eighth grader
at Southeast Junior High School in Iowa
City. This is their third Young Footliters
Youth Theatre musical production. Grey
is a trumpet player who loves jazz, making
The Aristocats KIDS, and their role as Scat
Cat is a great musical match for them. Off
stage, Grey also swims and enjoys hanging out with friends and family, especially
when it involves getting boba tea!

Henry Schau (Toulouse) is a seventh grader at Northwest Junior High in Coralville.
This is his fourth Young Footliters production, appearing previously in Dear
Edwina Jr, Treasure Island, and Seussical
Jr. Henry also recently appeared in City
Circle’s Matilda the Musical and Camelot
In Concert. He would like to thank Liz,
Evan, Mia, and everyone else involved for
making theater so much fun.

Sadie Mahoney (Alley Cat) is 8 years
old and attends Mark Twain Elementary
School in Iowa City. This is her second
role with the Young Footliters, having also
played a cat in The Secret of the Sphinx. In
her free time, Sadie enjoys playing with
her pet cats, Alex and Coco.
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES (continued)
Solomon Shaffer (Thomas O’Malley) is an
eighth grader at Northwest Junior High.
He has performed in several Young Footliters shows such as Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland (Card Soldier), Treasure
Island (Captain Smollett) and Anne of
Green Gables (Reverend Allan). Solomon
is involved in orchestra, jazz band, and
concert band. When not on stage he loves
to play piano and travel.
Lola Spencer (Vichy) is a fifth grader at
Oak Hill Elementary. Lola loves reading
and playing the violin, she also enjoys
writing stories, painting, and making
movies with her siblings. She is grateful
to all her family and friends who are here
to support her for her first stage performance!
Lovella Varner (Hep Cat) is a seventh
grader who loves music. Lovella enjoys
singing, playing flute, guitar, piano, saxophone, and banjo. This is Lovella’s fifth
Young Footliters musical. This production
of Aristocats KIDS is especially exciting
because it’s Disney, and Lovella is obsessed
with Disney. And, even better, Lovella fi-

nally gets to share the stage with her cousin, Freya. Speaking of... Surprise, Freya!
We are celebrating Lovella’s 13th birthday
in Disney World, so start packing!
Clara Visser (Alley Cat) is a sixth-grade
student who enjoys singing and spending time with friends. She is thankful for
another opportunity to be on stage with
Young Footliters. Her favorite show that
she has been in so far was City Circle’s Annie. She would like to thank the directors
for this fun opportunity.
Miranda Rose Zimmerman (Alley Cat) is
excited to be on stage in her second Young
Footliters production, having appeared in
The Show Must Go Online last spring. She
is a fourth grader at Hoover Elementary in
West Branch and dances at Nolte Academy. Past roles include Frozen Jr. (Young
Anna), The Sound of Music (Gretl), as well
as Fiddler on the Roof (Ensemble), Pirates
of Penzance (Ensemble), and Once Upon
a Mattress (Ensemble). Miranda loves to
play with her own cats, Wanda and Pietro.
She would like to thank the production
team and cast for such a fun experience!

PRODUCTION TEAM BIOGRAPHIES
Jackie Allen (Costume Designer) has costumed several shows around the Coralville/
Iowa City area for the past nine years, including Sherlock Holmes and the First
Baker Street Irregular (Young Footliters),
Seussical Jr. (Young Footliters), Storytelling:
A Pandemic Play (Young Footliters), and
Peter Pan Jr. (Broadway Bootcamp). When
she isn’t costuming, she’s teaching special
education in Tiffin or hanging out with her
husband and three kids.

with Willow Creek Theatre Company; and
Five Women Wearing the Same Dress at Rich
Heritage of Cedar Rapids Theatre. A recent
graduate of the University of Iowa, Merric has designed for shows in the Summer
Partnership in the Arts, The Big Ten Theatre Consortium, and the Iowa New Play
Festival and received the IRAM Award for
Outstanding Design on New Plays. Merric
is especially excited to be back creating live
art again!

Merric Bower (Lighting Designer) is a freelance Lighting and Scenic designer based
in Iowa City. Their work was most recently
seen in Melancholy Play, and Matt and Ben
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PRODUCTION TEAM BIOGRAPHIES (continued)
Marianna Coffey (Set Designer) is originally from Columbus, Mississippi, and is
a graduate of Mississippi University for
Women with a BFA in Art Education and
a BA in Theatre. Marianna then lived in
Tupelo, Mississippi where she taught seventh and eighth grade art and theatre.
Marianna has directed, designed, built,
and stage-managed countless plays for both
Tupelo Middle School and Tupelo Community Theatre. Since coming to Iowa in 2015
Marianna was the Technical Director for
the Old Creamery Theatre Company. She is
now the Ballantyne Coordinator and Theatre Designer for Kirkwood Community
College.

has contributed to Sherlock Holmes and the
First Baker Street Irregular (props), Treasure
Island (music and props).
Tim Moffitt (Sound Designer) is 39 years
old and originally from Mt. Vernon, IA.
He graduated from the Conservatory of
Recording Arts and Sciences in 2003, then
worked as a recording/mix engineer in
Nashville, TN for seven years. He now lives
in Cedar Rapids, IA working full time and
owns a home recording studio.
Kent Reynolds (Co-Director) originally
from Kansas City, Kansas, is very excited
to be working with Young Footliters! Previously Kent has been a performer, teacher,
director and designer all over the world.
Favorite past regional acting credits include
Wilbur in Charlotte’s Web, Elephant Gerald
in Elephant and Piggie’s: We’re in a Play,
and Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors. Past
directing credits include Great Falls and
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. He would
like to thank his friends and family for their
continuing love and support!

Jacob Kilburg (Co-Director) is excited to be
working with Young Footliters again. After
graduating from Augustana College, Jacob
started working professionally in theatre.
He has had the opportunity to direct and
perform for people all over the Midwest.
Some favorite past credits include An Unexpected Guest (Jan), The Secret of the Sphinx
(Kha), and Titanic: The Musical (Andrews).
He would like to thank the CCPA, Young
Footliters, and Kent for all of their support!

Elizabeth Tracey (Artistic Producer) has a
BA in theatre from Fordham University at
Lincoln Center and an MFA from Mason
Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers University in Theatre Directing. Liz is grateful to be
back with a live Young Footliters production in the theatre. She would like to thank
Jacob, Kent and Shannon for their enthusiasm and support of children’s theatre. And
a special thanks to Coralville for believing
in the Arts on a local level. Enjoy the show!

Shannon Knipfer (Stage Manager) is excited to be Stage Managing for the first time
and is grateful for the experience and guidance of the production team! No stranger
to theatre, Shannon has been involved
onstage and behind the scenes in many
productions at the CCPA, including City
Circle’s Matilda the Musical (props and actor), The Importance of Being Ernest (props,
set painting) and Annie (props, set painting, actor). For Young Footliters, Shannon
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Brick & Iron is proud to sponsor Young Footliters
Production of Aristocats.
THE VIBE IS STRONG
YOU BELONG!
Located at 104 E 7th St in Coralville
Winner of Best New Restaurant 2021
Specializing in Brick Oven Pizza and
Cast Iron Cooking
Bring your ticket stub from tonight’s performance
and receive 20% off your entire purchase.

